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reasonably designed to achieve actual notice. When service is made by registered or 
certified mail, a copy of the complaint or order may also be sent by regular mail. 
Service shall be deemed sufficient if the registered or certified mail is refused, but the 
regular mail is not returned by the post office within 10 days after the mailing. If regular 
mail is used, a notice of the pending proceedings shall be posted in a conspicuous place 
on the premises affected. If the identities of any owners or the whereabouts of persons 
are unknown and cannot be ascertained by the public officer in the exercise of 
reasonable diligence, and the public officer makes an affidavit to that effect, the serving 
of the complaint or order upon the owners or other persons may be made by publication 
in a newspaper having general circulation in the city at least once no later than the time 
that personal service would be required under this section. When service is made by 
publication, a notice of the pending proceedings shall be posted in a conspicuous place 
on the premises affected. 

(i) Liens. –  
(1) The amount of the cost of repairs, alterations, or improvements, or 

vacating and closing, or removal or demolition by the public officer 
shall be a lien against the real property upon which the cost was 
incurred, which lien shall be filed, have the same priority, and be 
collected as the lien for special assessment provided in Article 10 of 
Chapter 160A of the General Statutes. 

(2) If the real property upon which the cost was incurred is located in an 
incorporated city, the amount of the costs is also a lien on any other 
real property of the owner located within the city limits except for the 
owner's primary residence. The additional lien provided in this 
subdivision is inferior to all prior liens and shall be collected as a 
money judgment. 

(3) If the nonresidential building or structure is removed or demolished by 
the public officer, he or she shall offer for sale the recoverable 
materials of the building or structure and any personal property, 
fixtures, or appurtenances found in or attached to the building or 
structure and shall credit the proceeds of the sale, if any, against the 
cost of the removal or demolition, and any balance remaining shall be 
deposited in the superior court by the public officer, shall be secured in 
a manner directed by the court, and shall be disbursed by the court to 
the persons found to be entitled thereto by final order or decree of the 
court. Nothing in this section shall be construed to impair or limit in 
any way the power of the governing body to define and declare 
nuisances and to cause their removal or abatement by summary 
proceedings or otherwise. 

(j) Ejectment. – If any occupant fails to comply with an order to vacate a 
nonresidential building or structure, the public officer may file a civil action in the name 
of the city to remove the occupant. The action to vacate shall be in the nature of 
summary ejectment and shall be commenced by filing a complaint naming as 
parties-defendant any person occupying the nonresidential building or structure. The 
clerk of superior court shall issue a summons requiring the defendant to appear before a 
magistrate at a certain time, date, and place not to exceed 10 days from the issuance of 
the summons to answer the complaint. The summons and complaint shall be served as 
provided in G.S. 42-29. The summons shall be returned according to its tenor, and if on 
its return it appears to have been duly served and if at the hearing the public officer 


